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Summer/Autumn 2007

The Society will be running field activities at our site at Pond Meadow, Heath and Reach, and possibly at
other sites. Finds from our excavations will be processed in the Heath Barn, which adjoins the Pond
Meadow site, on 17th August from 10.00 until 13.00.

The provisional fieldwork dates for August are 5th, 9th, 11th, 22nd, 26th and 30th. Please contact Bernard
Jones, Site Director, (376550) for details of places and activities.

Leighton Buzzard's Past in Pictures - 12th September 2007

A profusely illustrated talk by Colin Holmes. Photographs from yesteryear showing the many different
facets of the town.

Living History Day - All Saints Church - 13th October 2007

The Society will once again have a stand in All Saints Church. The theme this year is Popular Pastimes
and we plan to put on a display of photographs showing some of the popular pastimes enjoyed in the town
in the past.

This is an appeal to members to dig out any old photos they have of local sporting events, clubs and
societies outings, amateur dramatics, carol singing, the Boxing Day walk, maypole dancing, local bands,
pub quizzes, Morris dancers, tossing the pancake, cinemas, dance halls, street parties etc. In fact anything
that is not to do with work.

Please contact Maureen Brown (374050) if you have anything which may be suitable. We will copy and
return original photographs.

Council for British Archaeology Day Conference

27th October 2007

This Day Conference is being hosted by the Society on behalf of the Council for British Archaeology
South Midlands Region. The full programme has not yet been finalised but one of the speakers is Evelyn
Baker who will speak about the origins of the Royal Estate of Leighton Buzzard. Another speaker will
talk about the Royal Forest of Rockingham in Northamptonshire. Terry Warburton will give a conducted
tour of All Saints Church. There will be a small charge but it promises to be an extremely interesting day.

Workshop on Wills — Maureen Brown - 14th November 2007

Wills can tell you so much more than just a person's family details. By looking at a whole set of wills for a
parish you can build up a picture of the inter-connections between the various families, and how the
village or town worked as a whole. Wills often list property (women's wills can be especially detailed)

and occasionally they are accompanied by an inventory, giving a much more detailed list of belongings.
This workshop will build on Joan Schneider's introduction to reading old handwriting and we will look at
wills from both labourers and the gentry, from plague victims to parsons. Photocopies of wills from
Linslade, Heath & Reach and Leighton Buzzard will be provided - and do bring along any family wills
vou have been struggling with.







